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SHILLINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT

7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 2nd SEPTEMBER 2021 AT THE CHURCH CENTRE SHILLINGSTONE
PRESENT:  Councillors R McNamara (Chairman), I Suter (Vice Chairman), P Acton, L Gasson, R Harwood,  K Ridout, R White, Footpaths Officer G Rains, Unitary Councillor P Batstone, Clerk D Green

In addition, there were nine members of the public present.

766. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

None.
767. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Ridout declared a personal interest in relation the Wessex Internet item. Cllr Gasson declared an interest in relation to the Holloway Farm bee-keepers planning application.
768. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 1st July 2021 were approved.
769. MATTERS ARISING: 

The Chairman noted that: 

· Cllr Gasson and the Clerk had discussed permission for a noticeboard at the Co-op with the manager, who had referred this to head office but had a response had not been received. This will be followed up.

· The matter of the trees for Burtons Orchard had been discussed with the committee and several suggestions for suitable trees had been made, including field maple or sweet chestnut, although there was a preference for native British trees. Cllr Harwood had made several suggestions including a liquidambar. It was agreed that Cllr Harwood would discuss the matter with Gary Ridout to progress this question. 
770. WESSEX INTERNET PRESENTATION
Minna Henderson provided an informative presentation of the rollout of full fibre services in Shillingstone by Wessex Internet; they have been awarded the contract to install full fibre in 60 locations in North Dorset, including 7 ‘hubs’ in Shillingstone under HM Government’s ‘Project Gigabit’ scheme. The ‘hubs’ will act as ‘spokes’ for householder and business connections in the village. 
Minna explained that these are subsidised by a  voucher scheme up to £1,500 per household/£ 3,500 per business excluding VAT. Wessex require 40% community take up to make a scheme viable. Projects can be as few as two households up to around 100 households. Wessex Internet install underground cabling to avoid disruption as far as possible and are able to use existing infrastructure to some extent.
The installation at Shillingstone Primary school has been completed and others including Holloway Farm will be carried out shortly. Cllr Suter is the local ‘champion’ to contact with expressions of interest. The Council will discuss how best to take the venture forward at the next meeting.
771. VILLAGE TRAFFIC SURVEY/20’s PLENTY IN DORSET/SID RESULTS AND NEXT STEPS
The Chairman noted that the full survey had only been received shortly before the meeting and it was agreed that discussion of the implications of this should be deferred until the next meeting.

The Chairman noted the main points of interest following a recent meeting with the Community Highways Officer (CHO):
· SID Results – it was noted that the main speeding issue is at the White Pit end of the village, with the 85th percentile (that is the speed 85% of vehicles are travelling at) being 43 mph in both observation periods. It is known that SID data can be unreliable but this with together with local observations and experience suggests that there is a speeding problem at White Pit. The Clerk has requested that a formal speed survey be conducted at this location.
· Little Lane speed survey/Village gates – the survey has been completed and this has indicated that there is a speeding problem which may lead to a proposal for an extension of the 30-mph zone; it was noted that this survey would have no impact on the positioning the village gates and therefore, as agreed at the July meeting, an instruction to proceed with ordering the gates had been given to Dorset Council.

· Gunn Lane Parking – this issue had been reported several times to the clerk and numerous Facebook comments had been noted. The CHO has agreed to consider installing ‘access protection bars’, which are road markings that indicate that parking is not advisable, although non-compliance cannot be enforced. The CHO will also consider an application for double yellow lines, although this will require a Traffic Regulation Order which take up to 18 months to implement.
· Augustan Avenue parking – this will be reviewed in the course of the pedestrian crossing survey to be conducted which will now be in September.
· Mirror at the Cross – a request for a mirror to facilitate access from Badgers onto the A357 near the Cross is under consideration and has been referred to the CHO for advice.
· Shillingstone Lane – a complaint had been received from N D Young regarding excessive speed along the lane near the transport yard. The CHO who will consider if a speed survey should be conducted.
· 30 mph roundel – a deficient sign near the Old Ox will be replaced.
· SID rotation – there was a potential problem with the continuation of the contracted rotation service but this appears to have been resolved.
20 is Plenty in Dorset

It was noted that general concerns about speeding through the village featured extensively in the Village Traffic Survey, and Cllr Suter noted that 56% of respondents felt that the speed limit should be reduced to 20 mph throughout the village. It was noted that not all residents share this view and some felt it could be very frustrating for drivers and could exacerbate some problems. It was agreed that this subject would be discussed again at the next meeting. 

772. PUBLIC SESSION

A resident enquired as to the necessity for the possible restoration of the War Memorial. The Clerk explained that the last restoration of the War Memorial took place in 2012; the condition had deteriorated subsequently as noted in the last public report in 2017 and much of the lower lettering on the base is now illegible. An ‘in principle’ agreement to a grant for this work has been received but the Clerk is awaiting a further quote for the work. It was agreed to defer consideration of this until the next meeting. 
A resident raised the issue of foul-smelling drains by the petrol station The Chairman advised that these had also been referred to the CHO for investigation. 
773. UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr Batstone reported in relation several issues:
· Holloway Farm – discussions are ongoing re future uses though agreements have been made with the Bee-keepers and the Lavender Farm.
· Sturminster Newton Chamber of Commerce – there are concerns in relation to staff shortages impacting local businesses and the effect of the loss of HGV drivers on supply chains.
· Children’s welfare - Dorset Council is developing policies to deal with the increased numbers of children being home schooled, there being concerns regarding education quality and safeguarding con; support for parents is also under consideration and Family hubs providing ‘one door accesses for services are under consideration.
· Hinton Mosaic - there is a possibility that this may be brought to Dorchester from the British Museum; a ‘dig’ at the discovery site at Hinton St Mary has just been completed.
· Afghan refugees – Dorset Council is looking for volunteers to provide accommodation in the private sector outside of Dorset Social Services infrastructure. Cllr Gasson suggested that the Rectory in Shillingstone would soon be available and could be considered.
774. FOOTPATHS 
Graham Rains reported in relation to several issues:

· a footpath near Shillingstone House appeared to have suffered ‘badger damage’ and the Dorset Rangers have been advised.
· the Little Lane footpath is in fact a ‘Byway to All Traffic’ (‘B.O.A.T’) and Graham is rather concerned about the number of motorbikes using this but legally there is nothing to prevent this, it being a legal byway. Improved signage could be considered. 
· work to extend the North Dorset Railway  would be commencing soon and that it was important that all public footpaths were kept open whilst this is on-going. 
· a waste bin is missing at Bere Marsh, and has been for some time. Graham would provide further details to enable this to be reported to the Dorset Waste Partnership. 

775. COUNCILOR REPORTS
Cllr Suter noted that the school re-opens in early September. The proposed English Channel swim by the headmistress has been delayed due to bad weather and shipping hazards.

Cllr Ridout noted that the ‘Newcomers Party’ takes place on the 2nd October at the Portman Hall and will be something of a ‘catch-up’ for the last 3 years. Representatives of the Parish Council may attend the event.  

776. PLANNING

i) Applications update – P/OUT/2021/01720 Wessex Park Homes
The Clerk advised that whilst a formal decision has not been published, it should be noted that the Senior Planning Policy officer has refused to support the scheme, and commented that it was not a sustainable location for such a large-scale development.
ii) New application - P/FUL/2021/01951 
Proposal: Change of use from agricultural land to a beekeeping apiary. Erect single storey building for a training establishment. Form 20 No. parking spaces (Holloway Farm). 
Geoff Buckland (the builder) and Tim Villers (finance raiser) attended the meeting and provided further information. 

Geoff explained that the North Dorset Beek-keepers Association provides some of the best bee-keeping services in the region and trains some 25 bee-keepers per year, as well as dealing with swarms and providing general advice. There had been long-standing access issues with apiaries around the village and the new purpose-built facility will allow bees to be housed safely and will provide an educational resource. The construction will be timber clad, will include solar panels and an air source heat pump is planned. There will be a large viewing area with an intercom to allow safe observation of activities for educational purposes. The project was first estimated to cost £ 120,000 to £ 150,000 but this has increased due to the increased cost of building materials. Tim Villers explained that the project aims to raise funds from members donations, using grant sources and through fundraising events. They hope to complete the project in the next 2/3 years.
The Parish Council unanimously SUPPORTED the application.

iii) Shillingstone Neighbourhood Plan and the Dorset Local Plan

It had been noted that Dorset Council planners have confirmed that the settlement boundary shown in the agreed Shillingstone Neighbourhood Plan is the definitive boundary in relation to which any planning application or Certificate of Lawful Use application must be considered. 
777. FINANCES
a) Retrospective payments approved:

The list of payments had been circulated to councillors in advance. These were APPROVED. 
	Date
	Payee
	Ref
	 Total 
	Reason

	
	
	
	
	

	01/07/2021
	Tim West
	BACS
	 £       30.00 
	Adobe repair

	01/07/2021
	Public Works Loan Board
	DD
	 £ 1,359.72 
	Loan repayment (6 month)

	01/07/2021
	Dorset Council
	BACS
	 £    180.00 
	Tree survey

	02/07/2021
	DAPTC
	BACS
	 £       39.00 
	Planning Course - Rachel

	02/07/2021
	DAPTC
	BACS
	 £       35.00 
	On line bullying course 

	02/07/2021
	Shill Cricket Club
	SO
	 £    333.00 
	Mowing

	05/07/2021
	David Green
	BACS
	 £       46.59 
	Expenses June 

	05/07/2021
	SSE
	BACS
	 £       93.21 
	Pavilion electricity

	05/07/2021
	Safelincs
	DEBIT
	 £       98.40 
	Defib pads - school

	06/07/2021
	Bourton Fencing
	BACS
	 £    264.00 
	New gate post

	06/07/2021
	Imperative Training
	DEBIT
	 £    115.20 
	Defib pads - Portman Hall

	16/07/2021
	Grassmats Ltd
	DEBIT
	 £    109.50 
	new mats for roundabout

	19/07/2021
	Elite Playground Inspections
	BACS
	 £       60.00 
	Qtrly Inspection fee

	19/07/2021
	DAPTC
	BACS
	 £       39.00 
	Planning concepts course

	19/07/2021
	HMRC
	BACS
	 £    132.20 
	PAYE Q1

	19/07/2021
	Stacey Hankin
	BACS
	 £    140.00 
	Cleaning

	20/07/2021
	Carelec
	BACS
	 £    135.86 
	PIR replace POD

	20/07/2021
	TES
	BACS
	 £    427.20 
	Re-wire Pod boiler & replace valve

	27/07/2021
	Elite Playground Inspections
	BACS
	 £    576.00 
	Grassmats work/other repairs

	30/07/2021
	David Green
	SO
	 £    628.02 
	Pay July 2021

	02/08/2021
	Shill Cricket Club
	SO
	 £    333.00 
	Mowing

	09/08/2021
	DAPTC


	BACS
	 £       50.00 
	Code of Conduct briefing

	09/08/2021
	Stacey Hankin
	BACS
	 £    140.00 
	Cleaning

	09/08/2021
	The Dorset Lengthsman
	BACS
	 £       75.00 
	SID rotation

	09/08/2021
	TES
	BACS
	 £    229.49 
	Boiler Service

	09/08/2021
	Information Commissioner
	DD
	 £       35.00 
	Annual Fee

	16/08/2021
	David Green
	BACS
	 £        98.59
	Expenses July 2021

	16/08/2021
	TES
	BACS
	 £     115.60
	Replace water tank pipe

	17/08/2021
	Zoom US
	DEBIT 
	 £        99.15
	Zoom subscription renew

	26/08/2021
	Dorset Council
	DEBIT
	 £ 4,006.00
	Village gates

	31/08/2021
	David Green
	SO
	£      628.02 
	Pay August 2021


b) Payments approved:

Clerks’ expenses: £ 37.95
c) Lengthsman contract and verge cutting arrangements
The Clerk noted that lengthsman contract had been discussed with Sturminster Newton Town Council and it had been agreed which areas they would include in the SLA, chiefly the Augustan Avenue Play area, the Church Centre bank and a twice-yearly pavement sweep. The Clerk has received confirmation of the proposed charges which are acceptable.
Dorset Rangers will take responsibility for other verges including those at the Knapps, Gunn Lane, and Spencer Gardens.
778. PLAY AREAS, RECREATION GROUND AND PROPERTY CHECK

The Clerk confirmed that:

· Unauthorised use of the football pitch and changing room facilities by a ladies team from Shaftesbury and another team from Sturminster Newton had been reported to the Clerk, permission apparently having been granted by representatives of Shillingstone FC. The Clerk had received apologies and assurances from the Shaftesbury team that there would be no repetition of this; he has also contacted the Sturminster Newton team and explained the unacceptability of the situation.
· The new bench seat for the Recreation Ground will be delivered and installed shortly.
· Various plumbing and electrical repairs at the pavilion and the Pod have been completed including the shower vale, a ball valve, water tank pipe, a rewire of boiler controls and replacement of a PIR detector.
· There is a rot issue affecting the roof of the mower shed and a quote has been requested.
· Complaints have been received that the corner of the Recreation Ground near the play park is being used as a public loo. The Clerk report that whilst some vegetation has been cleared, a bush obscuring the area needs to severely reduced in height. The Clerk will make arrangements for this. 
779. WAR MEMORIAL CLEANING AND RESTORATION 
It was agreed to defer consideration of this proposal until the next meeting when a third quote  for cleaning and restoration work has been received.
780. CORRESPONDENCE
· 13/08/2021 – Dorset Council parking strategy consultation document – suitable comments will be made re the hike in charges and zones where these may apply.
· 18/08/2021 - Email from a resident noting the lack of progress in relation to the Westleigh building site. The Chairman commented that some work on the site had been observed following the Clerks email and the situation would be monitored.
· 27/08/2021 – Jan Wardell (Trailway committee) – requesting support for the extension of the Trailway network.
781. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
· Traffic Survey results and evaluation 
· 20 is Plenty in Dorset speed reduction proposal
· Tree planting plans 
· Full fibre rollout 
782. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be on Thursday 7th October 2021 at 7:30 pm, at the Church Centre. This will be subject to confirmation in the event of any change to national Covid-19 policies. There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9:40 p.m.
Signed:                                                              Chairman                              Date:


